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Breast Cancer Month — “Touch of Pink” Breakfast — Adjournment Debate 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [10.24 pm]: I rise tonight to inform members of a very 
successful event I attended last Friday—the launch of the National Breast Cancer Foundation Western 
Australia’s Volunteer Committees 2009 Breast Cancer Month.  

The committee’s “Touch of Pink” breakfast was held at the Burswood entertainment complex and more than 
460 people were in attendance. I was joined by my colleagues Hon Helen Morton and Hon Donna Faragher, 
along with Andrea Mitchell, the hard member for Kingsley.  

Hon Ken Travers: The hard member?  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: The hardworking member for Kingsley. 

Hon Ken Travers: I always found her a bit of a softie, myself.  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: She is a lovely lady! 

Hon Ken Travers: Yes. I’m going to tell her you called her hard; I think that’s very unfair! 

Hon Liz Behjat: No-one’s ever called you that!  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: Congratulations must go to all the members of the Western Australian volunteer 
committee for their untiring devotion to the cause and their hard work in organising such a large event. All funds 
raised from the breakfast went to the National Breast Cancer Foundation to fund research. Dr Andrew Redfern, 
the leading researcher from the Western Australian Institute of Medical Research and Royal Perth Hospital 
consultant medical oncologist informed those in attendance of the very important research work he and his team 
have been doing and the continued advances in life-saving treatments for women with breast cancer. Funding for 
research into breast cancer is vitally important in the pursuit of prevention and finding a cure.  

Dr Redfern advised that breast cancer is not a new or recent disease. The first statement of breast cancer therapy 
dates back to 2600 BC. At this time, the ancient Egyptian oncologist knew how to recognise the disease, but 
concluded that breast cancer was “an ailment with which one could not contend”. The dedication of 
professionals such as Dr Redfern in developing new treatments has resulted in more women surviving the 
disease. One in nine Australian women is expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer in her lifetime, which 
means most of us know someone who is affected personally. 

Dr Redfern’s research studies breast cancer cell resistance. He received national funding in 2007 for a four-year 
research grant to ascertain whether a suite of proteins found by WA researchers could be used to develop new 
treatments for breast cancer, and whether these proteins are responsible for resistance to hormone treatments. 
Dr Redfern’s task is to examine whether the newly discovered proteins will recognise the chance of breast cancer 
returning and, more importantly, if their presence predicts the success or failure of a given hormonal treatment. 
This would then allow for different treatments to be selected for different patients, thus minimising side effects 
and maximising their chances of beating the disease. 

Another significant campaign undertaken for drawing attention to the need for breast cancer research is the 
illumination of buildings and icons around the world, arranged by the Global Illumination Project, which is in its 
tenth year in 2009. It continues to reinforce the message for funding for research into prevention and finding a 
cure for breast cancer. During the month of October, members may notice icons around Perth illuminated in 
pink, such as the Perth Wheel, the Burswood Entertainment Complex, the Perth Concert Hall, the University of 
Western Australia’s Winthrop Hall and Swan Bells. I ask that when members pass these places and notice the 
pink lighting, they take a second to reflect that one in nine women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at some 
stage in her life. Male members in this place may be surprised to know that breast cancer is not gender specific—
about 100 men in Australia have been diagnosed this year with breast cancer. Another successful fundraising 
campaign by the committee is Pink Ribbon Day. October is internationally known as Breast Cancer Month and 
Pink Ribbon Day is always on the fourth Monday in October. This year, Pink Ribbon Day is on Monday, 
26 October. 

I congratulate the members of the Western Australian volunteer committee who have given their time, resources 
and expertise to make the Global Illumination Project and the pink ribbon campaign a real success. I also 
acknowledge the member for Carine in the other house, Tony Krsticevic, for his fundraising and sponsoring 
efforts in supporting Breast Cancer Month. I encourage all members to be aware of and to take part in activities 
in their own electorates during Breast Cancer Month that raise funds to take us one step closer to preventing and 
curing this disease. 
 


